Fact sheet: Update on Society's "Association HIV.LV" advocacy campaign plan for period since April 1, 2010 till March 31, 2011

	Date
	Activities
	Consequences
	Lessons learned, problems

	2010
	
	
	

	April 5
	NGO-s working group meeting: Representatives from NGO-s Association HIV.LV, AGIHAS, DIA+LOGS : Introduction into the MTT8 Report and Advocacy campaign plan; advocacy plan for April - May, 2010
	Advocacy plan / timetable for April and May scheduled.

The AGIHAS' letter in the name of the Baltic Positive Network on relieving the requirements of the EU AIDS grants for the Baltic AIDS NGOs sent to CSF on April 19.
	The common information about TMAP MTT8 activity since  its beginning in December 2009 had very effective impact to increase the number of HIV/AIDS patients receiving ARV-s from month to month (439 on January 1, 2010 up to 511 on August 1, 2010).

	April 7 - April 22
	The Latvia's chapter of MTT8 Report translated from English  into Latvian
	The material in the State language in place. Published at web-site www.apvienibahiv.lv 
	Publications in the State languages have more effective impact.

	April 7
	Logon to meet deputy of the State secretary of the Ministry of Health (MoH)
	April 8 - answer from MoH received: invitation to meeting on April 15.
	MoH is opened to discussions.

	April 15
	Society AGIHAS meets the deputy of the State secretary of the Ministry of Health Mr. J. Bundulis
	Conversation about HIV treatment access in Latvia, ARV prices, perspectives of generic medicines to treat HIV.  AGIHAS informs the MoH about TMAP  Advocacy project in Latvia officialy.
	MoH is sure that there is all OK with HIV treatment access in Latvia. All who are in need of the treatment, receive it in accordance with the National guidelines. There will be no problems with money from the State budget in the year 2010, because money to treat hepatitis C or "swine flu" e.t.c. is not expended, and these remainders may be transfered to treat HIV/AIDS.

	April 25
	Press release for Latvia's media presenting the MTT8 report on Latvia and the Global MTT8 Report
	Press release distributed by 3 national news agencies: LETA, NOZARE.lv, BNS.

2 articles in daily newspapers (NRA - Latvian, Telegraph - Russian) published.
	

	April 26
	Report in Latvian sent to all stakeholders via e-mail
	GlaxoSmithKline answered with their disaffection.

MoH invited the Society "Association HIV.LV" to present MTT8 Report's chapter on Latvia during the regular sitting of the National HIV coordination Commission at May 19-th.
	GSK thinks the Global MTT8 Report to be incorrect according to Latvia because only Venezuella is in the same group of incomes. GSK thinks its prices of ARV are adequate for Latvia. GSK hopes that the Latvia's chapter of the MTT8 Report will not to be used by politicians before Parliament elections in 2010 autumn. 

	May 5
	Logon to the sitting of the Comission of Social and Employment issues at the Latvia's Parliament
	May 10 - answer from Parlaiment received: invitation to participate in the sitting of the Comission on May 17.
	Parlaiment  always shows its interest to involve NGO-s into the running the country. 

	May 5 - May 31
	Shadow Report to UNGASS prepared
	Shadow UNGASS Report includes the same problems with HIV treatment access and prophylaxis, as in MTT8 Report, among other related querries.
	It is very important to have more documents / reports on situation in Latvia to improve this situation.

	May 13
	Conversation with Prime minister Mr. Dombrovskis during his meeting with NGO-s
	About recommendation from MTT8 Report reminded ("The MoH should immediately carry out the prime minister’s explicit order to allocate HIV-specific funding to NGOs on an annual basis. Those additional financial resources should be used primarily to provide counselling and support services for PLHIV, services that are currently provided almost exclusively at government-run treatment facilities.")
	Prime minister will take this under control after season of summer vacations in late August, 2010.

	May 14
	Press conference by Society "Association HIV.LV" and Society "DIA+LOGS"; UNODC Office in the Baltic States also participated
	Press release distributed by 3 national news agencies: LETA, NOZARE.lv, BNS. Medias informed about MTT8 Report, UNGASS shadow reporting, the end of UNODC activities in Latvia. Medias informed about finish of outreach work (needle and syringe exchange) in Riga since June 1 because municipality does not finance it further.

The Riga Municipality Council found money to finance outreach work at Riga for 2 months (June and July).
	Publicity has good impact to improve situation partly. If we are talking about 3 things / hard problems publicly, we may hope to improve one of them.

	May 17
	Participating and speech in the sitting of the Comission of Social and Employment issues at the Latvia's Parliament
	Members of the Comission are informed on MTT8 Report and its conclusions. Materials distributed within members.

The Members stated they have under control the querry on common purchases of medicines by Baltic States (ARV-s including), and they will affect the new Minister of Health on this topic. 
	Members of the Parliament are very willing to speak about high prices of medicines and common purchases of medicines by Baltic States, but they are not ready to hear and to speak about generics medicines to treat HIV/AIDS.

	May 17 - May 21
	The week of publications on HIV/AIDS issues on the web-site www.dialogi.lv (supported by The Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation)
	The series of publications, also on MTT8 Report (big interview with author of the Report M. Trapencieris including).
	

	May 19
	Participating and speech in the sitting of the  National HIV coordination Commission
	MTT8 Latvia's chapter and recommendations presented by authors (M. Trapencieris and A. Molokovskis).

The Chairman of the Board of Association HIV.LV is invited to participate in the MoH meeting with Municipalities and the Council of Municipalities to speak on HIV prophylaxis and substitution therapy on municipalities' level at June 22.

There was a discussion on the implementation of the activities and priorities identified in the National HIV Strategy.

There was a discussion on UNGASS Declaration implementation in Latvia, and Millenium Goals achievment.
	The sitting was very "stormy". MoH representatives were disagree with conclusions and recommendations. They wrote into protocol, that we "must make corrections in the Report". MoH repeated that is sure  - there is all OK with HIV treatment access in Latvia this time.

The MoH remembers about the recommendation "The MoH should immediately carry out the prime minister’s explicit order to allocate HIV-specific funding to NGOs on an annual basis..." MoH said: "This year is not over yet."

	May 28
	Meeting with AGIHAS Board Chairman
	Conversation on what was done during 2 months and how effective?
	

	June 14
	Minister of Health Mr. D. Gavars issued an Order to establish new Public Health coordination Commission
	Board Chairman of the Association HIV.LV is included into new Public Health coordination Commission
	This is exelent opportunity to work on the National Public Health Strategy for 2011 - 2017. The Strategy will include a chapter on infectious deseases, also HIV.

	June 16
	NGO-s working group meeting: Representatives from NGO-s Association HIV.LV, AGIHAS, DIA+LOGS : advocacy plan for June - July, 2010
	Advocacy plan / timetable for June and  July scheduled.

Advocacy on Civil Society Forum (CSF) level planned in September 2010.
	CSF answer on the letter in the name of the Baltic Positive Network on relieving the requirements of the EU AIDS grants for the Baltic AIDS NGOs received - bureaucracy in CSF

	June 18
	AGIHAS members updated on TMAP advocacy issues during organization's General meeting
	The Head of AIDS division of the Latvian Infectology Centre Ms. I. Januskevica participated in this meeting.
	Ms. I. Januskevica confirmed - infectologists have no problems to start ARV treatment for all who are in need of the treatment in accordance with the National guidelines (CD4 less than 200, or C category deseases).

	June 22
	Participating and speech in the MoH meeting with Municipalities and the Council of Municipalities 
	HIV prophylaxis on municipalities' level actualized.

Changes to Epidemiological Safety Law proposed, so municipalities may establish harm reduction programmes on their territories by their own initiatives.
	There were no protests from municipalities. All was included into protocol as acceptable.

	July 1
	Meeting with Minister of Health Mr. D. Gavars
	Changes to Epidemiological Safety Law submitted in writting. 

Minister is informed about view points of HIV/AIDS patients and their organizations / advocates.

Minister informed that he has 2 meetings with colleagues from Estonia and Lithuania, and that  common purchases of medicines by Baltic States are able in the year 2011.
	Unfortunately MoH Mr. D. Gavars will continue to work until elections of the Parliament in the autumn. This means us to be affraid from political instability. This minister is non-partisan, therefore he is not influenced by politicians.

	July 5
	A list of problems between HIV-infected patients and general practioners submitted to Minister of Health Mr. D. Gavars by his request 
	13 problems listed, also those named at MTT8 Report. We also listed our proposals how to resolve each of the problems. For example - to include HIV infected patients care into criteria of the GP's work quality.
	Minister has a conversation with Associations of general practioners at July 7. Minister seriously wants to improve the quality of GP's work.

	July 5 - July 16
	Shadow UNGASS Report translated from Russian into Latvian
	The material in the State language in place. Published at web-site www.apvienibahiv.lv 
	Publications in the State languages have more effective impact.

	July 7
	The 1-st sitting of the new Public Health coordination Commission
	The head of the Commission Dr. P. Apinis asked to send proposals to the project of  National Public Health Strategy for 2011 - 2015.
	We hope to see HIV/AIDS issues separate in the Strategy, not common phrases on infectious deseases only.

	July 18 - July 23
	An advocate of Association HIV.LV and journalist I. Paparde, Board Chairs of organizations AGIHAS and DIA+LOGS participate at AIDS Conference in Vienna
	A lot of articles in daily newspaper on HIV treatment and HIV prophylaxis in Latvia.

Many articles in Latvian language and only one in Russian.
	It is exellent, when an NGO has a journalist as a member of organization.

	July 22
	A letter from MoH received
	The MoH accepted proposed changes to Epidemiological Safety Law and distributed them for discussions within stakeholders.
	

	July 26
	A list of proposals to the State Drug Policy guidelines submitted, requested by Interior Ministry
	
	There was not "harm reduction" defined in the Guidelines

	July 27
	Director of Latvian Infectology Centre B. Rozentale turned on with a letter to the Health Economics Centre proposing to revise national treatment guidelines, and to comply them with international best standards as determined by WHO.  
	This will include a requirement that ART be initiated when a patient’s CD4 count falls below 350 cells/mm3.
	Dr. B. Rozentale herself proclaimed this proposal through national news agency LETA.

	August 9
	The brochure with MTT8 Report Latvia's chapter and shadow UNGASS Report - both in Latvian,- is printed
	Two Reports, translated into Latvian, in one brochure will be distributed within all stakeholders, and authorities, and journalists
	Printed books always has more influence.

	August 10
	The Cabinet of Ministers reviewed the price list of laboratory tests for Latvian Infectology Centre
	Prices reduced by up to 30 percents, also for monitoring of HIV infection.
	It was, seemed, insurmountable problem for years due to political considerations. This step of the Government will make HIV treatment more affordable.

	August 11
	NGO-s work of  Public Function Assessment Panel in Public health issues started
	The presentation of the State secretary Mr. R. Mucins of the Ministry of Health is heard
	The Panel's objective is to develop proposals from NGO-s for more rational use of money in the health sector, this is good instrument to influence the government

	August 11
	Participating at the sitting of the State Council on Drug Control
	The Council accepts proposals of NGO-s to  the State Drug Policy guidelines.
	The State shows its real determination to cooperate with NGO-s

	August 19
	The State Secretaries Council announced  the State Drug Policy guidelines
	Harm reduction definition and description are included into Guidlines as separate chapter.
	Announced Guidlines recognize importance of harm reduction programmes in HIV prophilaxys among drug users. The Guidlines say  that municipalities must have legal rights to establish harm reduction programmes on their territories by their own initiatives (see our proposal on changes to Epidemiological Safety Law above).

	August 25
	Participating at Public Function Assessment Panel / Public health issues
	Agreed recommendations of public funds in health savings to the Health Minister Mr. D. Gavars and the Prime Minister Mr. V.  Dombrovskis:

1)To decrease the costs of registration and pricing of advertising evaluation, which in Latvia are among the highest in the EU and directly affects the prices of medicines

2)To promote generic medicines to enter the market in determining the semester or year exclusive marketing rights, provided that the generic manufacturer's price will be not higher than 30 - 50% of brends prices

3)To review the list of reimbursable drugs on the addition of the generic medicines

4)To actualize the question of common market of medicines in the Baltic states and to sign agreement between Baltic states this year
	1)The cost of medicines registration between recognition procedure is highest in Latvia: Latvia 3500 LVL, Lithuania 810 LVL, Estonia 1460 LVL

2) The Panel considered that the State can save 7,4 millions LVL  promoting generic medicines to enter the Latvian market

	August 25
	NGO-s working group meeting
	Conversation on results and proposals of Public Function Assessment Panel in  Public health issues
	

	August 31
	The 2-nd sitting of the Public Health coordination Commission
	Proposals to  the National Public Health Strategy for 2011 - 2015 on health services and their availability in prisons submitted. 

Proposed concrete needed legislation changes to improve situation as guaranteed under Article 17 of Treatment Law, to receive health care services without any discrimination also being jailed.

Proposal in written submitted at September 4.
	The main problem is that when a person have been put into prison, the Health Payment Centre blocks a patient registration with general practioner under Government's Regulations 1046, and the money for health care provided in the State Budget for each Latvia's inhabitant (192 LVL in the year 2010) do not follows him into prison system

	September 1
	Health Minister Mr. D. Gavars'  official announcement before  7-th Baltic Dialogue
	Health Minister Mr. D. Gavars said: "Pharmaceutical care is an integral part of modern health care system. Baltic countries' policies in ensuring availability of medicines to patients and exchange of experiences in promoting rational drug use and cheaper equivalent or generic effectiveness (generic) drug use is so essential to the limited financial resources and people to provide better health care."
	Health Minister D. Gavars and the MoH specialists will participate in the 7-th Baltic Dialogue meeting (September 2 - 3), which, together with Estonia, Lithuania, European health systems and policy Observatory, the World Health Organization, the European Commission and World Bank experts will discuss health care in the economic downturn. 

	September 8
	The statement of  Public Function Assessment Panel (Public health sphere including) official announcement's day
	All conclusions and presentations published at the Government's web-site (link http://www.mk.gov.lv/lv/vk/funkciju-audita-komisija/funkciju-izvertesana/)
	All ministries are angry with Panel's conclusions naming them as non-professional and incompetent. The State Chancellery defends the Panel against attacks. 

	September 8-th til 11-th
	Participating at international seminar "Access to essential medicines in countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia" (A. Molokovskis)
	Open Society Institute's Public Health Program /  Initiative " Access to essential medicines"
	Expierence in advocacy in Latvia presented.

Intellectual property issues learned.

	September 10 -th till 12-th
	Participatiting at international training "HIV/AIDS Treatment literacy and treatment advocacy" in Tallinn (A. Seja, D. Sokura, T. Kalnina)
	European AIDS Treatment Group's training specifically for members from Eastern Europe, taking into consideration region-specific issues, including fewer resources, greater stigma and weaker understanding and support from their national governments
	Expierence in advocacy in Latvia presented.

Exchange of expierience with Estonians. 

Methodology of the advocacy learned.

	September 27
	Working meeting with the Deputy State Secretary of the Ministry of health Mr. J. Bundulis
	Discussion on how to make ARV treatment cheapest. Mr. Bundulis has some concrete proposals, for example to freeze producer's prices and wholesalers' premiums; to finish agreement on common market of medicines in the Baltic States; to prevent the lifting of VAT to medicines.

Revision of the existing guidlienes to start treatment when CD4 level is 350, not 200 as it is now
	The MoH promised to finish the issue of common market of medicines in the Baltic states with signing agreement between Baltic states Health Ministers at October 22 at Riga meeting.

Health Economics Centre is calculated that in case the Guidlines are revised about 800 patients must receive treatment. This issue needs to be discussed after new Government will atart to work in November

	September 27
	A letter to the Health Minister Mr. D. Gavars
	A letter on HIV Program implementation and fundings for HIV treatment in the year 2011
	

	September 28
	Working meeting with the Latvian Generic Medicines Association's executive director Mr. M. Paipa (The Latvian Generic Medicines Association is a public organisation founded in 2003 and it associates the leading manufacturers of generic medicinal products operating in Latvia)
	Latvian "Grindeks AS" is a member of this association, and in the year 2006 had acquired a patent "Nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor combination with Mildronate in HIV/AIDS therapy." There had already been made pre-clinical studies and was set to open soon clinical studies. But in March, 2009 Grindeks announced the end of work on the new anti-retroviral drug due to lack of development funds.

The common statement of conversation is that in times when the state budget and correspondingly every citizen have to face increase in healthcare costs globally the demand for generally available economic, qualitative, safe and effective medicinal products is increasing. 
	The use of generic medicinal products in the course of treatment is an economic and socially reasoned solution aimed at financially sustainable healthcare.

There is no any perspective to resume work on "Combivir+Mildronate" in the early future due to lack of money for clinical trials, although the company is well placed to produce this product

	September 29
	Organisation participates at protest meeting
	Protest meeting in front of the EU House at Riga
	European Commission has allowed the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights abuses, as a result Latvia inhabitants are denied the right to affordable and quality health care

	October 1
	Participating in Health Economics Centre's research on health care in prison system
	Association HIV.LV is one of the experts in prison settings due to its systemic work in prisons
	

	October 2
	Elections of the Parliament
	60 percent of MPs elected are new faces. Existing Parliament is working until November 1-st.

Existing Government is working until November 6-th. Only 2 MP-s members of the Parlamentary Panel on Public Health are elected into new Parliament
	There will be appointed the 3-rd Minister oh Health within a calendar year, and this fact responds very negatively to any work in advocacy

	October 5
	Parlamentary Panel on Public Health sitting
	HIV and AIDS in prisons: the prevention and treatment, needs in harm reduction in prisons.

Invited: Ministry of Health and the Prison Administration representatives.

The member of organisation I. Paparde at the sitting participated as journalist (3 articles published) 


	The Medical Unit of the Latvia's Prison Administration is closed up since July 1-st due lack of resources. To treat prisoners is responsibility of prison's staff.

The Panel's sitting ends without any decision: "to take note the information heard"

	October 8
	A letter and article against VAT increasing for all medicines (also ARVs) from 10 up to 21 percent
	The Government plans to increase VAT to medicines since 1 January, 2011 
	This step will increase all prices of medicines, ARV-s including, therefore this is most actual issue in advocacy this time

	October 8
	Meeting of the Board of the Association HIV.LV
	Solidarity action with India's activists discussed 
	Organisation will apply to the Riga municipality for legal action in front of the EU House at Riga

	October 8-th till 10-th 
	Full required information to Khalil Elouardighi sent on issue on countries un-eligibility for GF criteria  removing
	Asia from Health GAP in the US and Khalil Elouardighi, as part of the developed country NGO delegation to the Global Fund Board, are working on a lobby effort on members of the Board to try and see how it might be remove the un-eligibility of countries like Latvia or Russia and others
	

	October 15
	Riga municipality applied to the solidarity picket with India's activists 
	Picket will be held in front of the European Commission residence in Riga
	

	October 15
	General meeting of the Society AGIHAS, also NGO-s working group meeting
	Activities on expanding the availability of treatment and ARV-s planned. Purpose: to include into reimbursable drugs list etravirinum (Intelence), re-include linear interferon to treat Hepatitis C, to stop use stavudinum (Zerit). Activities for World AIDS Day planned. Purpose: to organize the Conference of HIV/AIDS patients. 
	Planned meetings with Health Economics Center, Ministry of Health, Latvian Infectology Centre.

Planned meeting with allies to organize an annual Latvian Conference of Patients organizations at late November.

	October 25 - 26
	Participating at the regional conference "Harm reduction in the Baltic States - the way forward"
	Participants analyzed the current situation and future challenges for harm reduction in the Baltic States region and how to expand services offered by NSPs by including TB control, broader use of rapid HIV tests, and gynaecological services for women.
	There is a high risk that after the UNODC's withdrawal from the region Latvia will not be able to provide services at level achieved thankful to UNODC grants

	November 1
	Press release on solidarity action with India's activists issued
	The picket in front of the European Commission residence in Riga will be held at November 3
	Main Latvia's media shared the press release as unprecedented up to this event in Latvia

	November 3
	The picket in front of the European Commission residence in Riga 
	Organization held a protest to express opposition to the European Union imposed an obligation for India to promote intellectual property protection measures had been strengthened, which would make it impossible for a string of cheap generic formulation of India.
	A letter “We ask to stop trading away PLWHA's lives!” to EC submitted. The picket had good resonance in mass-media. There is still no answer from EC to this letter.

	November 3
	New Minister of Health Mr. Barzdins confirmed by Parliament
	
	

	November 4
	Meeting with Latvian Infectology Centre's (LIC) stakeholders
	Purpose: to expand reimbursable by the State ARV list. LIC will write its proposals to the Health Economics Centre.(HEC)
	LIC also will please to HEC to permit to start HIV treatment when CD4 cells count is less than 350

	November 5
	New Minister of Health invites to the meeting with him at November 9
	There are invited Association HIV.LV and patient's umbrella organisation SUSTENTO. The topic will be discussed is public health organizing in crisis period and drug prices.
	

	November 9
	Meeting with Minister of Health and MoH State Secretary
	Minister of Health promised to revise  legislation (Government's Regulations) on drug pricing at December
	There is possible to reduce prices of medicines taking drastic steps for the pricing of medicinal products by the State

	November 11
	Meeting of the NGO-s working group 
	Results of the meeting with new MoH and NGO-s next steps discussed
	New minister is new opportunities

	November 12
	MoH meeting with NGO-s
	The draft of new Health Law discussed. All NGO-s are invited to submit concrete proposals to the Law draft till December 2-nd
	The project of new Health Law stood for a long time without progress. The new Minister is interested in its moving forward to the Parliament.

	November 18
	The Cabinet of Minister sitting
	The Government suddenly decides to reduce health budget to 12 millions lats
	Government's opinion is that budget of reimbursable medicines may be reduced to 4 millions lats. This decision may affect also HIV treatment/

	November 21
	Extraordinary sitting in MoH with NGO-s
	New Minister of Health seeks advice must he submit demission because reducing health budget will affect patient's treatment
	Pre-electoral political promises never to believe in

	November 23
	A meeting of the National HIV Coordination Commission
	Preparation for the mid-term evaluation of the Latvian national “Programme for limiting the spread of HIV infection 2009-2013” at February 2011. Discussions of the NGO-s role in implementation of the Programme.
	The role of NGOs is important, but only about their own finances. The State can not support NGO-s work financially

	November 26
	Annual Latvian Patients' organisations conference (Association HIV.LV is a member of the Memorandum between MoH, NGO-s and Association of International Research-based Pharmaceutical Manufacturers since the year 2006)
	Minister of Health Mr. Barzdins explained his own plan how to reduce prices of medicines in Latvia, how to expand usage of generics in treatments, and how to compensate reduced budget for reimbursable medicines
	Pharmaceutical manufacturers learned that they must at least 2 years compensate budget shortfall in proportion to its market share of reimbursable medicines, if the want to stay at Latvian drug market

	December 1
	Common press-conference of Association HIV.LV, Latvian Red Cross, MoH, and Latvian Infectology Centre
	LIC director. Prof. B. Rozentale anounced  her very important letter (13 points) to Health Economics Centre according to improving HIV treatment  and expanding people to be treated  
	

	December 1
	Conference of HIV/AIDS patients (50 people) from all around Latvia in Riga
	Patient rights to be treat are a human rights – the main slogan of this event 
	Organized with ally organisation AGIHAS

	December 3
	Participating at conference “Methadone therapy in Latvia: availability and quality”
	Also due to NGO-s advocacy work methadone sites were expanded to 10 cities in Latvia, and there is no legal obstacles to provide methadon at prisons 
	

	December 8
	Ministers of Health and Economics (separately) met new India's Ambassador Ashok Sajjanhar
	MoH expressed its interest to closest co-operation in public health. They agreed to start working on Cooperation Agreement between India and Latvia
	Society Association HIV.LV sent to MoH and MoE letter asking an increase in the import of cheap Indian generics, and to allow to register in Latvia generic ARVs. There is still no answer to these leters.

	December 10
	Participating in Regional workshop "Promoting access to HIV testing and counselling services for injecting drug users in the Baltic States" in Vilnius
	
	Participated also AGIHAS representative. There was a separate meeting also with European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG) to plan EATG EATG Policy Working Group Meeting in Riga at February 2011

	December 13
	Parliament accepts the State budget for the year 2011
	Health budget reduced. Figures of the yearly Health budget are these (millions LVL): 2005 – 296,8; 2006 – 414,2; 2007 – 518,0; 2008 – 576,6; 2009 – 503,7; 2010 – 496,8; 2011 – 486,5
	

	December 16
	The 3-rd sitting of the new Public Health coordination Commission
	There are positive changes in the draft of the National Public Health Strategy for 2011 - 2015 (for example to issue separate State plan on prevention of tuberculosis, and plan on prevention of HIV spread, and involvement of Association HIV.LV and AGIHAS in this work, etc.)
	We decided us must start to prepare Constitutional Complaint on health services and their availability in prisons, because the Strategy foresees only “consultations” to start at 2014

	December 20
	Association HIV.LV starts officially 2 research projects
	During these researches there will be data collected on needs in advocacy in AIDS and mental healths in C Hepatitis fields
	

	December 28
	Government officially approved changes in State Regulations in Public Health 
	Approved changes in Regulations No 899 foreseen among others:

-reimbursable medicines are distributed in pharmacies for the price approved by Health Economics Centre only

-Health Payment Centre will pay to pharmacies LVL 0.50 per each prescription they issue reference generic medicine for patient replacing prescribed brand

-to reduce medicine wholesale mark-up to medicines the manufacturer's cost in excess of 100,00 LVL

-if the manufacturers wants re-register its medicine as reimbursable by State, the price must be reduced at least at 30-10-5% (the principle of cascade)

-Pharmaceutical manufacturers must at least 2 years compensate budget shortfall in proportion to its market share of reimbursable medicines, if the want to stay at Latvian drug market
	Dislike to patients is the change they must pay 0,50 LVL for each prescription to 100% reimbursable drug since April 2011. This fully attributes for all ARV-s! 

All changes concerning to pharmaceutical manufacturer are really drastic as Minister of Health promised.

	2011
	
	
	

	January 3
	Reimbursable medicines list for 2011 issued by Health Economics Centre
	The basic price (without VAT) for some ARV-s is reduced according to changes Regulations No 899. Intelence and Norvir in tablets included into the list. Zerit and Norvir in soft capsules excluded from the list.
	BUT FINALLY ALL DRUGS BECAME MORE EXPENSIVE BECAUSE OF INCREASING OF VAT from 10 to 12 %. Only all form of Kaletra, Isentress and Celsentri became some cheapest.

	January 7
	Meeting of NGO-s working group
	Mid-term evaluation of the Latvian national “Programme for limiting the spread of HIV infection 2009-2013” and EATG's Policy Working Group's meeting at February preparation
	These 2 events will be very important to make clear on international level positions and statements of HIV/AIDS NGO-s

	January 21
	Participation in meeting of Memorandum between Non-governmental Organizations and the Cabinet of Ministers 
	Health issues and hearings of the MoH included in the work schedule of 2011
	Association HIV.LV is a member of this Memorandum since 2006. This is very effective mechanism in in the policy-making process.

	February 1
	Surveying on patient treatment and drug accessibility started
	Surveying is implementing in co-operation with ally organization SUSTENTO – the Latvian Umbrella Body for Disability organizations 
	Results of the survey will be effective instrument to continue policy-making in public health sphere by NGOs

	February 2
	The State Competition Council issued its Report on why it is very hard to reduce prices of medicines in Latvia. 

The examination of current situation was initiated by Council's own initiative, on the basis of the statement of  Public Function Assessment Panel (Public health sphere including) (see facts written at August 25 and September 8)
	The possibility of lower prices for drugs are not allowed and approved by the Cabinet margin detection system, and an opportunity for the pharmaceutical industry to fight for the physician than in their choice of similar medicinal products, as well as the national administrative barriers to registration of medicines, pharmacies open and the layout of the parallel imports of medicinal products and distribution of generic medicines, as well as the institutions responsible for failure to ensure that all rebates received by Pharmaceutical Wholesalers and pharmacies, are taken into account when calculating the final price of medicines.
	The main aim of the Competition Council is to ensure possibility to every market participant to perform his economic activities in free and fair competition environment as well as to promote competition development in all sectors of national economy for the benefit of all society. 

	February 2
	The Minister of Health announces officially the Campaign “Treatment without overpaying”
	The aim of the Campaign is to popularize generics use among Latvians: “cheap drug is not bad drug”
	Latvians overpaid for originators physicians prescribed them on their own will 7,6 millions LVL in 2009 and 8,3 millions in 2010 

	February 3
	Constitutional Complaint on health issues of prisoners submitted to Constitutional Court
	
	

	February 4
	Meeting of NGO-s working group
	Mid-term evaluation of the Latvian national “Programme for limiting the spread of HIV infection 2009-2013” and EATG's Policy Working Group's meeting at February preparation. Final issues.
	

	February 14-th till 18-th
	Participating in meetings with WHO, UNODC, EATG, MoH during Mid-term evaluation of the Latvian national “Programme for limiting the spread of HIV infection 2009-2013”
	The first time loudly WHO DIGNITARY REPRESENTATIVE TOLD THAT HIV/AIDS IS NO LONGER A PRIORITY TO EUROPEAN COMMISSION BECAUSE IT IS WELL-MANAGED INFECTION. The same was repeated during final meeting with experts in MoH. The Minister of Health was present at this sitting.
	There participated all main HIV/AIDS NGOs in evaluation process; also Council of Municipalities 

	February 18-th till 21-st
	EATG's Policy Working Group's meeting in Riga.

He meeting technically organized by Society AGIHAS with support of  Association HIV.LV
	In 2009, WHO together with UNODC organised a country visit to undertake an evaluation of access to HIV/AIDS treatment and care in Latvia, with civil society participation on behalf of EATG. The resulting report issued very specific recommendations, for example to  seek to obtain lower ARV prices take steps towards more equitable access to ART, particularly among IDUs, by scaling-up methadone maintenance treatment in the community and prisons, promote greater integration of services, in particular in health care and social services to focus on TB, HIV and drugs services.
	The EATG Policy Working Group meeting is to:

- learn from local community organisations and invited experts on what has happened in Latvia since 2009 to address issues identified in the WHO UNODC report;

- take stock of the current access to ARV, co-infection treatments and drug policy ;

- identify cross-cutting policy issues as to access to HIV/AIDS treatment and care;

- facilitate cooperation between the HIV community, local authorities and other relevant institutions to improve universal access;

- assessing the process and progress in these areas over the last two years;

etc

	February 22
	Starting to prepare the final meeting with Minister of Health, Health Economics Centre, Latvian Generic Medicines Association, Pharmacists' Society of Latvia, Association of International Research-based Pharmaceutical Manufacturers,  Commission of Social and Employment issues at the Latvia's Parliament
	Meeting prepared in co-operation with ally organisation SUSTENTO - the Latvian Umbrella Body for Disability organizations. The purpose: to inform on lessons learned during this project and to represent for stakeholders the results of surveying on patient treatment and drug accessibility.
	The main topic will be issue on drug prices in Latvia and the availability of drugs for patients

	February 22
	Research on AIDS and mental health in Latvia finished
	Results of research made by the Society Association HIV.LV in international MAIDS project sent to donor 
	There will be a monography issued  on AIDS and mental health in new member states of EU

	February 24 -  25
	Participating at international conference of patient organisations at Riga
	Conference organized by cancer patient society “Life Tree” . Main topic is co-operation between patient organisations and governmental structure. AIDS field presented by Romanian NGO UNOPA and Latvian organisations DIA+LOGS and Association HIV.LV
	Very useful was long speech held be former MEP of EU Mr. G. Andrejevs on his work on European Parliament Resolution on HIV/AIDS. Mr. Andrejevs also gave concrete recommendations to patients' organisations how they may effectively reach MEPs and lobby their interests in EP.

	March 4
	Society Association HIV.LV receives The Society Unity Prize from the State
	The Society Unity Prize was established in 2002 in order to thank those organisations and people who have contributed to development of more humane and united society.  Prize for promoting tolerance was awarded to Society "Association HIV.LV”


	The film about organisation's work shown during awards ceremony contains episode from the picket - solidarity action with India's activists on generics issue at November 3-rd, 2010  

	March 7
	The final meeting with Minister of Health, Health Economics Centre, Latvian Generic Medicines Association, Pharmacists' Society of Latvia, Association of International Research-based Pharmaceutical Manufacturers. Society AGIHAS also participated as main ally.

The meeting was opened to journalists and TVs, and 8 were present.
	During 3 hours of the meeting Minister of Health and others (including 8 journalists) were informed on the lessons learned during this TMAP project and  about results of surveying of patients on treatment and drug accessibility.

The Minister of Health explained his further planned activities how to reduce prices of medicines. 

The Health Economics Centre's Director D. Behmane informed that this is the first year when also wholesalers (not only pharmaceutical manufacturers) can introduce their prices of ARVs to the reimbursable drugs list, and this is the great step how to implement recommendations of the State Competition Council issued in its February Report on how to reduce prices of medicines in Latvia.
	The representative of the Commission of Social and Employment issues at the Latvia's Parliament promised to attend, but did not turn up. There were 400 survey from patients received. 

The representative of  Association of International Research-based Pharmaceutical Manufacturers said not a word during this meeting and left the room in the middle of the event.

The progress on price reducing is very low, but main stakeholders understand the problem very well.

	March 10 
	Association's HIV.LV General meeting
	Also information on TMAP project activities during the whole year presented to members of the organisation
	

	March 11
	Meeting of NGO-s working group
	Developed further advocacy directions in cooperation with AGIHAS.
	Society AGIHAS is the only one community based organisation of PLWHA in Latvia, and this is only logical that main advocacy work in HIV treatment issues must be implemented under authority of this NGO.

	March 14
	Visiting Ranbaxy Laboratories Ltd. Office in Baltic States in Kaunas
	There was conversation about generics ARVs made in India registration possibilities in Latvia
	Ranbaxy have no big interest to be presented with their ARVs at the Baltic States because there are a little number of patients receiving ARVs. Also there are big difficulties with registration process of ARVs in EU due to intellectual property rights.

	March 16
	A meeting of the National HIV Coordination Commission
	Society's Association HIV.LV presentation on TMAP and C Hepatitis projects issues
	The State authorities are well-informed about our activities

	March 30
	Mid-term evaluation of the Latvian national “Programme for limiting the spread of HIV infection 2009-2013” Report published at MoH web-site in Latvian
	It is interesting that in the first paragraph of  the Report the participation of the Society HIV.LV in Memorandum  between Non-governmental Organizations and the Cabinet of Ministers is reflected
	This fact means the State carefully follows organisation's activities

	March 31
	Project itself ended, but advocacy work continues
	
	


Chairman of the Board, Society "Association HIV.LV" 

Advocacy Project TMAP head                                                                                                               A. Molokovskis
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