MENTAL  HEALTH  CARE  OF  PEOPLE  LIVING  WITH  HIV/AIDS PHASE  II:  QUESTIONNAIRES  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  SERVICES

REPORT  ON  DATA  COLLECTION.  

COUNTRY: Latvia

PARTNER’S ORGANISATION’S NAME: Society "Association HIV.LV"

DATE OF COMPLETION: 23 February, 2011

1. Please provide a list of all institutions/organisations identified in your country in the Phase II. The list should include:

A) Diagnostic and consultation services providing HIV testing;

B) Centres providing antiretroviral therapy (ARV) and/or other treatment after HIV exposure;

C) Organizations, institutions and other services providing mental health care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

(please find attached template of the list, please provide the list as a separate document)

The list was provided. Some clarifications for sorting services by categories: 

(1) It is not tipically for some Societies (NGO-s) to provide diagnostic to HIV services (services (41) Society Association HIV.LV, (42) Society Saules Sala, (43) Society Fenikss SI, (44) Society Latvian RedCross, (45) Society Mozaika) because they do this work not on regular basis, but only within a frame of some projects. Therefore normally these organisations work as services of the "C" category and are put into this category.

(2) Society DIA+LOGS, support centre for those affected by HIV/AIDS provides services in double manner:

-  for HIV positive people itself without diagnostic services (the "C" category); this is surveying by questionnaire No 47;

- implements HIV prevention and pshychosocial Programm for drug users and their contact persons (the "B" category), which Riga Municipality purchases annually on a competitive basis; this is surveying by questionnaire No 11.

2. How many institutions/organizations were identified in your country?

(please specify the total number of institutions/organizations identified)

47 institutions / organisations were sure identified as services providers and were included into the list. These included into final list are the main services providers, which have been working for the long years, or established as new services in years 2009-2010.

Some services for HIV positive prison inmates was started thanking to United Nation Office's on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) grant programme for Latvia, but it was really hard to consider them sure as services providers of the "C" category, because of specific goals and tasks in frame of prison conditions. If there would be the "D" category, meant just for prisons, it would be meaningful to collect data from them, because all prisons also make HIV-testing, when an inmate is taking in, on voluntary basis (we have official data that in the year 2010 about 700 prisoners refused HIV test), but our expierience shows those got tested do not receive pre- and post- consultations, and many of them have no any understanding (clarifications) why they are invited to blood analysis. But, if there is a need, some indicators these prisons reported may be attributed to this Research.

These prisons are:

(48)Cesis prison, started to implement UNODC grant in 2008 for the projec "Road map for a safer life" (in our point of view service has not continuation this time);

(49)Liepaja prison, started to implement UNODC grant in 2008 for the project "Improvement of life quality for people living with HIV and AIDS through health and social care" (in our point of view service has not continuation this time);

(50)Valmiera prison,  started to implement UNODC grant in 2008 for the project  "HIV/AIDS prevention in Valmieras prison and appraisal of prisoners'antisocial risk behaviour" (HIV consultation and education cabinet established in this project still continue its work);

(51)Skirotava prison,  started to implement UNODC grant in 2009 for the project "Listen, learn, improve, spread your knowledge" (HIV consultation and education cabinet established in this project still continue its work);

(52)Ilguciema prison, started to implement UNODC grant in 2009 for the project "Limiting spread of HIV/AIDS and promoting safe and healthy lifestyle for prisoners before release from Iļģuciema prison" (in our point of view service has not continuation this time); 

(53)Daugavgriva prison, started to implement UNODC grant in 2010 for the project "Healthy lifestyle as informed choice" (in our point of view service has not continuation this time).

(54)Brasa prison, started to implement UNODC grant in 2010 for the project "Limiting prevalence of HIV/AIDS and drug use and promotion of safety and healthy lifestyle among prisoners before the release from Brasas prison" (in our point of view service has not continuation this time).


3. Please specify how these institutions/organizations were indentified:

(please explain briefly how institutions/organizations were identified)

There is no problem to identify services in Latvia, because there is very good database, providing by:

- Latvian Infectology Centre (for example see

 http://www.lic.gov.lv/index.php?p=7793&pp=10868&lang=258)

- United Nations Office on Drug and Crime  (http://www.unodc.org/balticstates/en/grants/latvia/all.html)

- Information providing on very regular basis by Health Payment Center (see functions and tasks at http://www.vnc.gov.lv/eng/agency/main_tasks/)

Big part of identified services were included into Report on this Resarch Phase 1.

4. How many organizations/institutions were contacted?

(please specify total number)

46 + 1 unattainable in any way

5. Please specify forms of contact with identified institutions/organizations:

(e.g. by phone, e-mail, face to face contact, please specify all forms of contact applied to gather information):

Phone, e-mail, face-to-face interview, official written requests.

6. How many questionnaires were collected?

46

7. Please specify how the questionnaires were collected?

(please fill in the table below):

	How the questionnaires were collected?
	please specify the number:

	Completed by the service’s representative and send back by e-mail, fax etc.


	9

	Phone interview


	30

	Face-to face interview


	7

	Other (please specify)

………………………………………………


	Correct data on financing services from the state was received from Health Payment Centre (in written form), but correct data on financing from the UNODC was received from UNODC Riga Office (by face-to-face interview)

	Total number of questionnaires collected
	46


8. How many organizations/institutions refused to fill in the questionnaire or just failed to provide information requested?

(please specify total number)

1 unattainable in any way 

9. Please specify the main reasons for refusals or failure to provide information:

Society Apzinas Ekologija is a member of Association HIV.LV and it had its own rehabilitation centre Lapaini for drug addicted HIV positive people since the year 1998 (see information at http://apvienibahiv.lv/index.php?p=3308&lang=886&pp=5056). In the years 2008 - 2009 they implemented UNODC granted project "Motivation program for youth to stop usage of psychoactive substances in prison", but then they lost their rehabilitation centre, and they are unattainable in any way since the beginning of 2010 and this time.

10. Please specify any other information that you consider relevant to the completion of the questionnaire:

(1) Providers of methadone tipically have no separate statistics on consultations by narcologists they give, because this is a work indicator of narcologists' common praxis, and will be paid by Health Payment Centre for "common pot".

(2) When you see ticked option "3.4 post test counselling – only in a case of seropositive result" - this means HIV positive people come to this service to receive consultation after getting HIV+ result at another place.

(3) The years 2008 - 2009 - 2010 are not tipical for HIV services in Latvia because of many grants from UNODC. Therefore it would be very interesting to repeat a such kind of Research in the year 2012 for purpose to see which services still exist and find out main indicators of their work without a support from "rich uncle" UNODC, which ends its activities in the Baltics in June 2011.

Association's HIV.LV Board Chair                                  A. Molokovskis

